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Each person can have his pet explanation ; we may have
been punished for submitting to alien domination, or for
putting up with an unjust social system. The Maharaja
of Darbhanga, the owner of enormous estates, was,
financially, one of the major sufferers from the earth-
quake. We might as well say that this was a judgement
on the zamindari system. That would be nearer the
mark than to suggest that the more or less innocent people
of Bihar were being made to suffer vicariously for the
sins of untouchability of the people of South India. Why
did not the earthquake visit the land of untouchability
itself? Or the British Government might call the
calamity a divine punishment for civil disobedience, for,
as a matter of fact, North Bihary which suffered most
from the earthquake, took a leading ppt in the freedom
movement.                                        /

We can go on speculating indefinitely in this manner.
And then, of course, the question arises why we shoulcfe
interfere with the workings of Providence or try to lessen
the effect of its divine decrees by our humane efforts.
And we begin to wonder why Providence has played this
cruel joke on us : to make us full of imperfections, to
surround us with snares and pitfalls, to create a miserable
and cruel world^ to make the tiger and the lamb, and then
to punish iis.

When the stars threw down their spears
And water'd heaven with their tears^
Dare he laugh his work to see ?
Dare he who made the lamb make thee ?

On my last night in Patna I sat up till very late with
many friends and comrades who had gathered there
from various provinces to offer their services for relief
work. The UJP. was well represented and some of our
chosen mm wore tl*ere. We discussed a problem thati